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God’s Enduring Grace
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“As members of the family of God, we
proclaim God’s grace through our worship,
education, witness, service, and
stewardship.”

Pastor’s Message

The week I moved to Akron, two grain bins were
constructed near the elevator. I’d never seen grain bins
being built before, and my, were they shiny!

The sun glittered across the metal like the sparkle of a
diamond or stars across the clearest night sky. Before
I’d even gotten all my boxes unpacked, these glittering
marvels were ready to hold grain.

For Robin, Miles, Oliver, and me, that first week
sparkled like the grain bins. Oliver took his first steps
that weekend. Miles (Anya at the time) befriended
Peyton Bergman. We unloaded and began to unpack.
People brought us plenty of delicious food. Robin, the
kids, and I celebrated this new beginning with joy,
gratitude, and excitement for all that lay ahead.

The baptisms. Receiving new members. On one
occasion the line of new members stretched the entire
length of the altar rail! Confirmations. Sometimes so
many it was hard to get all of them to fit along the
altar rail. First communions. VBS. 150 kids at VBS.
Watching the VBS kids grow up from kids to young
adults. Watching the confirmands become adults.

And of course, funerals.

And as grain bins get filled over the years, eventually
the time comes to empty them.

When Robin and I began the process of divorcing, I
wondered if our divorce would spell the end of my
ministry here. I knew that it would not be unheard of if
the congregation had a hard time adjusting to the new
family arrangement. Oftentimes, pastors in such
situations move on quickly. I wondered if that would
be me.

Thanks to your kindness, graciousness, compassion,
and understanding, it wasn’t. And I am both
tremendously grateful and proud. How you handled
that unexpected development impressed, humbled, and
inspired me. I will always remember that.

The more a person has become part of a community,
the harder and more complex the decision when to
conclude a ministry can become. Factors in the
pastor’s own life, family, and his or her own
vocational discernment also play a large role in
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deciding when it is time to empty the bins and move
on.

In my time in parish ministry and especially over the
last few years, I have been discerning a new
vocational direction taking shape.

I discovered years ago through seminary education
and some professional experience following that I
really loved working in health care and clinical
settings. I also received a bit of training in pastoral
psychotherapy and discovered that I loved it also.

For some time, I envisioned going into hospital
chaplaincy and did work in that field for a brief time. |
started working towards board certification by the
Association  of  Professional  Chaplains, the
credentialing body overseeing chaplaincy in clinical
settings such as hospitals.

But due to some life circumstances and timing issues,
I had to let those doors close. My interest in the
individualized, one-on-one form of personalized care,
however, remained.

Over the last few years, I have been feeling
increasingly called to become a mental health
practitioner, perhaps in the clinical setting. There are
several reasons I have been feeling a draw to this
vocation, some of which have to do with family
members and experiences they have had. Others have
to do with long-standing interests I have had since
college in psychology and related fields.

Yet another reason is encouragement I have received
from others, unbidden and independent of one another,
to consider pivoting into counseling specifically. One
of the first was my brother, who suggested the idea to
me at least several times, most recently just a year or
two ago.

Pursuing this vocation would require returning to
school for another degree. At my age, that is obviously
a huge decision, but not an impossible one. For me, a
master’s degree in social work seems the most
reasonable and flexible across settings, especially if I
wish to work in the clinical world again.

I’ve been researching social work programs at various
universities around the country and found some that
would match my goals and fit my needs as an older
non-traditional student. It is a lengthy process,

however, and unfortunately, I’'m not getting any
younger. So, there’s some urgency to get going on it.

I also want Immanuel to have the most productive
ministry possible. A time can come when a pastor
realizes he or she may be more in the way than they
would like or necessarily care to admit to themselves.
That can happen for any number of reasons; I think the
key is to recognize it when it happens and then act on
1t.

The reason is that while productive ministry thrives on
longevity and stability, it depends on newness and
reinvention. Grain bins are built to hold grain, but the
grain can’t remain in them forever. At some point, the
bins must be emptied so they can be refilled. The real
purpose of a grain bin is not to hold grain, after all, but
to facilitate profit. Growth requires the bin to be
emptied.

I’ve learned this on a personal level as well. After I
had been here for a few months, I went to see Dr.
Cindie for the first time. I needed a new doctor, and it
sounded like she was the one to see. Little did I know
that a grain bin I’d never been able to fill throughout
my life was about to get emptied and filled up.

As this appointment was my first time meeting with
her, we had never spoken before. She sat down in
front of me, looked me straight in the eye, and asked,
“Eric, has anyone ever talked to you about ADHD?”

That was almost 9 years ago, and I continue to learn
both about myself and about the disorder itself. This
self-awareness has helped me reframe and better
understand challenges and difficulties I have struggled
with my entire life and never understood why I did.

Understanding myself better in this respect has helped
me better appreciate both my strengths and learn how
to work more effectively with my challenges. It is also
another factor in my interest in mental health practice.
So, to the teacher or teachers out there who knew I had
ADHD before I did, I say thank you. Thank you.
Thank you.

As you are probably all aware, over this past year |
have also been developing a significant friendship
with a woman by the name of Teri Slick. She lives in
Denver, where she works as an academic advisor in



the Music Department at the Metropolitan State
University of Denver.

In the time we have known each other, we have each
discovered a level of support, encouragement, and
emotional and psychological connection we never
imagined we would find. Especially after two
divorces each.

While my vocational discernment and associated
decisions have all been my own, Teri has nonetheless
been pivotal in helping me find the courage, strength,
and faith to take this leap. Her emotional,
psychological, and even spiritual support have been
deeply life-giving.

Her example of taking similar leaps herself continues
to gain my deepest admiration and respect. While her
story is her own to tell, I will just say that it has been
one of deep pain and struggle over her own 52, almost
53 years of living.

If you’ve ever seen the Pixar movie “Wall-E,” towards
the end of the movie you see a little flower struggling
to grow up through a wasteland of rubble. Her life
story is one of such a flower. She is truly a remarkable
woman of tremendous courage and integrity.

And we will always remember that we first met in
person here in Akron. This is where the “we” and “us”
began. Akron is where our individual paths first came
together. We will not forget that.

We have often marveled at the depth of our
similarities, to the point of saying half in jest that we
are two individuals but the same person. And while
you may not have realized she existed, you were also
unknowingly helping me become the man she needed
and hoped one day to find.

You have helped her and numerous others in other
ways as well. In her work as an academic advisor, Teri
has also benefited from my self-knowledge and
learning about ADHD and other forms of
neurodiversity. She advises students from all over the
world, some of whom may have ADHD themselves.

Many of her students are also 1% generation college
students, meaning they are the first people in their
families to attend college. They have numerous
challenges and difficulties, not the least of which is

their own neurodiversity and its effects on their
learning and development into young adulthood.

Getting to know me has helped Teri to see her students
from new perspectives, understand their challenges
more fully, and speak more clearly to their needs.
With the support of university leadership, she has also
begun defining an additional leadership role at the
university as a specialist in best practices for advising
students with ADHD and other forms of
neurodiversity

And so, on behalf of those students, she thanks you.
We both do. You have assisted and benefited students’
learning and growth without knowing that you were
doing so. You have touched the lives of students
whose names you will never know.

As Psalm 77 says so beautifully, “Your way was
through the sea, your path, through the mighty waters;
yet your footprints were unseen.” I remember reading
that verse frequently during Oliver’s 7 weeks in the
NICU, and I have returned to it time and time again,
both in my own devotion and in providing counsel to
others.

I will continue to return to that verse. And when I do, 1
will think of all the memories that we have shared
together. God’s footprints can appear in retrospect,
and I can see some already.

When I think back on what drew me to ministry in the
first place, it was the desire to experience a sense of
purpose, mission, and togetherness in community. |
wanted to experience Jesus in other people, and here [
have.

You have all been Jesus to me, and for that I will be
forever grateful. I experienced here the exact thing I
went into parish ministry hoping to find. Thank you,
from the bottom of my heart. God’s footprint in it will
always look like Immanuel Lutheran Church in Akron,
Iowa.

May God be with each of you, the Immanuel Lutheran
Church family, and the community of Akron. And
may the Lord continue to guide, strengthen, and
support you as his holy people of faith.

Pastor Eric+
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Congratulations Confirmands 2025

Students who reaffirmed their baptism on Sunday,
October 24 were: First Row: Maya Mullinix, Sophia
Choquette, Pastor Eric Alm, Claire Mathistad, Emma

Harris.
Second Row: Kode Nielsen, Trenten Morehead, and
Ben St. Pierre.
Thank you for allowing us to join you on your faith
journey.

Happy Birthday to Beth Finzen

Beth Finzen will be turning 100 years young on
December 23, 2025. If you would like to send her a
card, her address is:
Beth Finzen
Akron Care Center
991 Highway 3
Akron, Iowa 51001

Worship Assistants Needed

If you are interested in assisting with worship as
Communion Cleanup/Setup, Readers, Communion
Assistants, Ushers, Choir Members, or Fellowship,
please let Sharon know.
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Our last meeting of 2025 will be held on Thursday,
December 4 at 2:00 p.m. Bring your September,
October, November issue of your Gather Magazine.
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A Caroling We Will Go

We will once again be caroling
around town to share the Christmas spirit on
Wednesday, December 17. We will meet at the
church at 6 p.m.

All are welcome to join us!

If you would like the carolers, come visit the
entry of your home, call Sharon to schedule a
time.

Advent Season is here,
beginning Sunday, November 30, 2025.


http://www.womenoftheelca.org/

Sunday School Attendance Certificates were
presented for September and October, 2025.

Perfect attendance was presented to
Case Harris and Delaney Naslund

Excellent attendance was presented to: Front row:
Landon Jacobs, Xandyr Jacobs. Back row:
Ty Naslund, Ronnie Finzen

Sunday School students who posed with the Operation
Christmas Child boxes are: Front Row: Case Harris,
Will Rozell, Max Rozell, Delaney Naslund, Xander
Jacobs, Landon Jacobs, Olivia Hale.

Back Row: Kenli Rozell, Emelia DeVos, Ty Naslund,
Marcus Finzen, Adelyn Edwards, Macy Morehead.

NOISY OFFERING
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Our congregation packed sixty-three Shoeboxes full of
gifts for Operation Christmas Child! A big thank you
to our Sunday school and congregation for donating to
this program and to Bob and Linda Nielsen for
delivering these to the collection center in Sioux
Center. A check for $ 630.00 for shipping charges was
given with the shoebox gifts.

OCC Trivia: Immanuel began participating in
Operation Christmas Child in 2014.

Number of shoe box gifts each year:

2014 -73 2015-105 2016 - 94

2017 - 82 2018 - 66 2019 - 98

2020 - 66 2021 -102 2022 - 81

2023 - 68 2024 - 71 2025 - 63
Total Shoebox gifts 969.

Our noisy offering for October was $562.32 for a total
of $1,160.00 from September and October. This will
cover the shipping cost for our shoebox gifts. The
remainder will go to our new project, “Sleep in
Heavenly Peace”, an organization that builds and
delivers beds and bedding to children in need in the
Siouxland area including Akron. Thank you for
supporting this project in so many different ways! Our
Immanuel family is awesome!



Sunday School Christmas Program will be Sunday,
December 14th during our morning worship service.
There will not be Sunday school December 21st or
28th. Have a blessed Christmas!

Be sure to check out the Akron Hometown
Christmas December 3. We will have a tree at the
Opera House decorated with mittens knitted by Joy
Dirks, Thank you, Joy!

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 at 9:00 p.m.
Holy Communion will be served.

You will notice in the above photograph that the front
steps into the church on the south side have been
blessed with new carpet. Be sure to take a look when
passing by or walking into the church.

Hanging of the Greens

The church will be decorated for the Christmas
season on Sunday, November 30, at 6:00 p.m.
Individuals of all ages are welcome to decorate the
church for the season!

FINANCIAL STATISTICS
October, 2025
First Week $6,296.00
Second Week $ 767.00
Third Week $1,149.00
Fourth Week $5,374.00
Fifth Week NA
Total $ 13,568.00
Needed Each Week $2,355.77
Currently $3,392.00
Difference $1,036.23

October 2025, Attendance
Saturday Sunday
October 4 7 5 55
1 | 7 12 70
18 | 9 19 91
25 | 7 26 138
Total 30 354
Average 8 89




Immanuel Lutheran Church
Church Council
November 16,2025 11:18 a.m.

Present: Jon Harris, Pastor Alm, Matthew Knapp,
Josh Martinsen, Heather Morehead, Tom Schroeder,
Arica Schuknecht

Absent: Anne Brown, Tim Philips, Heather Noll

Minutes of the October Meeting: Motion made by
Josh to approve the October minutes; seconded by
Matthew. Motion approved.

Treasurer’s Report: Motion made by Heather to
approve the October treasurer report; seconded by
Josh. Motion approved.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor gave his report which
included 3 baptisms, 2 funerals, Care Center Chapel
on October 22, Care Center visits 1 day a week, and
ELCW Bible Study on October 2.

Unfinished Business

New Carpet on front entry: There is new
outdoor carpeting on the front entry steps.

Tree update: Scott Toben recently trimmed up
some trees around the church and removed one
tree that wasn’t in good shape.

Harvest Festival: This will be held on Sunday,
November 23. Our goal this year is $35,000.

New Business

Hanging of the Greens: This will be held on
Sunday, November 30, 6:00 p.m. All are welcome to
help decorate the church!

Caroling: The annual caroling around Akron
event will be held on Wednesday, December 17.
We will meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. Join us
for a fun evening!

Sunday School Christmas program: This will be
held on Sunday, December 14, during the 10:15
a.m. church service.

Christmas Eve service: This will be held on
Wednesday, December 24, at 9:00 p.m.

Items that may be brought before the Council
None

The next Council meeting will be held Sunday,
December 14, following worship.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer and
adjourned at 12:19 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Arica Schuknecht, Council Secretary

Dedication of 2025 Saints

On Sunday, November
2, 2025 we
remembered the
following who have
left their families and
friends since the last
All Saints Day: Nadine
A, Philips, Scott D.
Heyl, LaVon M.
Maynard, Margaret A.
Faust, Janice K. Morehead, Irene M. Gabel, John F.
Dirks, and Don L. Heyl.

You will notice that there was a candle on the altar
for each individual we honored. Families were
invited to take the candles home with them.
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LUTHERAN SERVICES IN IOWA

people focused = results driven

November is National Adoption Month

“I started in foster care at just 17ays old. Life
was full of challenges and obstacles, but I was
determined to rise above them. At age 5, I was
adopted by a family in a small town. At first, it
felt like I was living in a real-life Cinderella
story—with strict rules and little freedom. By
age 10, 1 was sent away because I was
considered ‘too much.” The trauma I
experienced left little room for healing.

I was placed in a treatment facility in Missouri,
where [ stayed for two and a half years. It was
there that I began to discover my true potential.
I explored new interests, found joy in learning,
and started to excel in school. From facility to
facility, my journey continued until I was 14.
Just before high school, I was placed in a foster
home with people I barely knew. It was a
bumpy start, and I was hesitant to trust or enjoy
life.

School became my constant, my anchor. I
joined the cheer squad, theatre, and choir,
slowly finding confidence in myself. At 15, I
began searching for a permanent home. After
many interviews, weekend visits, and calls, I
met a family willing to take a chance on me in
April 2020. Despite the challenges of that year, I
felt an immediate connection. By May, I moved
in permanently and finally felt truly welcome.

My new family supported my dream of
becoming a teacher. With my new family's
encouragement, I pursued my passion and am
now student teaching at a local elementary
school—four years later.

What made the biggest difference was love,
support, and encouragement. Hearing “I’'m
proud of you” and feeling believed in even
when I wanted to give up, helped me persevere.

My advice to foster families and youth: don’t
give up. Keep fighting for what you believe in,
let your voice be heard, and most importantly—
be yourself. Mom and Dad, if you read this,
thank you for giving me the chance to be me.
You’ve given me the opportunity of a lifetime,
and I couldn’t have done this without you.

A Success Story

LSI's dedicated Adoption & Foster Care staff
featured above!

With 347+ years of combined experience and a
97% staff retention rate last year, this incredible
team is committed to serving lowa’s children and
resource families.

Every day, they ensure that kids feel safe,
supported, and connected to caring adults—making
a real difference in the lives of the children and
families we serve. Let’s honor the past, celebrate
today, and look toward a future full of hope and
opportunity.

Thinking About Foster Care or Adoption?

There is currently a huge shortage of foster and
adoptive parents in Iowa, and your support could



make a life-changing difference for a child.

Give By Mail

Lutheran Services in lowa
3125 Cottage Grove Ave
Des Moines, IA 50311

Donate Online or for more information, please
contact Andrea Maschka, LSI’s Chief
Development Officer,

at Andrea.Maschka@LSlowa.org

DECEMBER LECTIONARIES
December | Isaiah 11:1- Romans )
7 10 15:4-13 Matthew 3:1-12
December | Isaiah 35: James 5: Matthew 11:
14 1-10 7-10 2-11
Matthew 1:
December Isaiah 7:10-16 Romans atthew
21 1:1-7 *8-15
December
24 .
] ) Titus 2:
Christmas | Isaiah 9:2-7 Luke 2:1-20
Eve 11-14
December | Isaiah 63: Hebrews 2: | Matthew 2:
28 7-9 10-18 13-23

November 23, 2025 Harvest Festival

Thank you to each of you who so generously contributed to
the special Harvest Festival offering. Our total as of
Sunday, November 23, 2025, is $40,745. Alleluiah! We
met our goal, but your contributions are still welcome.

A big thank you to Alan and Marge Lucken for their
decorating skills! Did you know they grow all the
pumpkins and gourds for both church and Scarecrow
Festival?

As you can tell by all the smiles, a delicious potluck dinner
was served to approximately 65 individuals following
worship. Each table in the Fellowship Hall was decorated
with a beautiful centerpiece with growth and decorations by
Alan and Marge.

Above: Oakley DeVos, Elisabeth Martinsen, Faith
Martinson, and Emelia DeVos


mailto:Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org

Nothing better than having lunch with friends. Hayden
Walberg, Lainey Schuknecht, Arica Schuknecht, Jeff and
Above: Marcie Finzen, Beth Finzen, Margaret Correia, Beckie Wahlberg.
Jack Correia, and Boni Johnson Lochner.

December Birthdays

o 0 0 0 0

Michael Brown 14  Lisa Harris

The Schroeder family enjoyed dining together: Allen,

Bonnie, Hailey Joel, Jill, Cameron, and Tom. Missy Saathoff 16 Harold Higman

2

4

5 Marjorie Lucken 16  Rhonda Johnson
5  Carter Wilken 23 Beth Finzen

8

Tyler Rozell 23 Nicholas Rollins
11 Morgan Knapp 23 Michael Harris
13 Hailey Wilken 28  Michael Swancutt
13 Pastor Eric 30  Becki Wahlberg
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Worship Assistants

Date Reader Communion Acolyte
Setup/Cleanup
December 7 Tom Schroeder Bob/Sharon Frerichs Cole St. Pierre

Sunday School Christmas NA Ronnie Fizen
December 14
Program
December 21 Jay Dirks Kathy Johnson Reese Harris
December 24 Brody Knapp
Christmas Eve Morgan Knapp Needed Ushers
December 28 Sharon Frerichs NA Sydney Edwards

December Ushers: Bob Frerichs and Shawn Frerichs

It is time to think about contributing to the
Poinsettia fund for Advent.
Forms can be found on top of the organ. This year we are requesting

T $5.00 for the fund, and as many poinsettias as needed will be
| purchased.
Orders Questions?

Ask Marge Lucken or Sharon Frerichs.
Deadline to contribute to the fund will be Friday, December 12, 2025.

There are also special Christmas offering envelopes on top of the
organ at church.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
251 Main Street, Box 79
Akron, 1A 51001

WORSHIP WINTER SCHEDULE

5:30 p.m. Saturday Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 a.m. Sunday School

10:15 a.m. Sunday Worship Service

11:15a.m. Coffee Fellowship following Worship
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“Gather and Grow with Us!”

Prayer Requests

We pray for the families nation-wide
adjusting to drought, flooding, severe
wind storms, humid temperatures, heavy
rain or other conditions.

Those who would like to be remembered
in our prayers who are currently in long-
term care or assisted living facilities
include:

Alta Johnson Betty Heyl
Lawrence Maynard  Beth Finzen
Betty Klemme Sandy McMillan

Jeff Kulvik  Shirley Johnson
Doris Brundeen

We pray for those with health issues:
Clarice Fodness Nystrup
Don Von Hagel,
brother of Charles Von Hagel
Matt Kenny Josh Myers
David Olson
Connie Gebauer Clementson
Heather Bader, sister of Josh Martinsen
Tom Miller Kenny Larsen Susie Rozell
Roger Nielsen Tony Nemesio
Jan Skinner

We pray for our military and veterans,
health care providers,
rescue and emergency workers
fire fighters, EMS, farmers, and teachers.
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